
CHECKLIST for

PRESCRIBING 
MEDICATION
for the treatment of
opioid use disorder

Assess the need for treatment. 

Educate the patient about how the
medication works and the associated risks 
and benefits; obtain informed consent; 
and educate on overdose prevention. 

Evaluate the need for medically
managed withdrawal from opioids.

Address co-occurring disorders, such 
as other substance use or mental 
health disorders.

Integrate pharmacologic, counseling, 
behavioral therapies, and mutual social 
support.

Refer patients for higher levels of care, 
if necessary.

Providers can find programs in their areas or throughout the 
United States by using SAMHSA’s Behavioral Health Treatment 
Services Locator at www.findtreatment.SAMHSA.gov. 

MATx empowers

practitioners to

provide effective,

evidence-based care.

http://store.samhsa.gov/apps/mat/

Behavioral health is essential to health.

Prevention works.

Treatment is effective.

People recover.

http://store.samhsa.gov/apps/mat/
http://www.findtreatment.SAMHSA.gov



