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17. KEG REGISTRATION

Policy Description

Keg registration laws (also called keg tagging laws) require wholesalers or retailers to attach
tags, stickers, or engravings with an identification number to kegs exceeding a specified
capacity. These laws discourage purchasers from serving underage persons from the keg by
allowing law enforcement officers to trace the keg to the purchaser even if he or she is not
present at the location where the keg is consumed.

At purchase, retailers are required to record identifying information about the purchaser (e.g.,
name, address, telephone number, driver’s license). In some States, keg laws specifically prohibit
destroying or altering the ID tags and provide penalties for doing so. Other States make it a crime
to possess unregistered or unlabeled kegs.

Refundable deposits may also be collected for the kegs themselves, the tapper mechanisms used
to serve the beer, or both. Deposits are refunded when the kegs and/or tappers are returned with
identification numbers intact. These deposits create an incentive for the purchaser to keep track

of the whereabouts of the keg and a financial penalty if the keg is not returned.

Some jurisdictions collect information (e.g., location where the keg is to be consumed, tag
number of the vehicle transporting the keg) to aid law enforcement efforts, further raising the
chances that illegal furnishing to minors will be detected. Some jurisdictions also require
retailers to provide warning information at the time of purchase about laws prohibiting service to
minors and/or other laws related to the purchase or possession of the keg.

Disposable kegs complicate keg registration laws. Some of these containers meet the capacity
definition for a keg but cannot be easily tagged or traced, as they are meant to be disposed of
when empty. Most States do not differentiate disposable from nondisposable kegs, although
some have modified keg registration provisions to accommodate this container type.

Status of Keg Registration Policies

Keg Registration Laws

The District of Columbia and 30 States require keg registration; 19 States do not require that
kegs be registered. Minimum keg sizes subject to keg registration requirements range from 2 to
7.75 gallons with the exception of South Dakota, where the requirements are 8 or 16 gallons.
Utah alone prohibits keg sales altogether, making a keg registration law irrelevant.

Prohibited Acts

Ten States prohibit both the possession of unregistered kegs and the destruction of keg labels.
Six States prohibit only the possession of unregistered kegs, 8 prohibit only the destruction of
keg labels, and 25 States and the District of Columbia prohibit neither act.
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Purchaser Information Collected

All 31 jurisdictions with keg registration laws require retailers to collect some form of purchaser
information. Of these, 27 require purchasers to provide a driver’s licenses or other government-
issued identification. Six jurisdictions (District of Columbia, Georgia, North Carolina, Oregon,
Virginia, and Washington) require purchasers to provide the address at which the keg will be
consumed.

Warning Information to Purchaser

Of the 31 jurisdictions with keg registration laws, 23 States and the District of Columbia require
some kind of warning information be presented to purchasers concerning the violation of any
laws related to keg registration (see Exhibit 4.3.33). Fourteen States and the District of Columbia
specify “active” warnings (requiring an action on the part of the purchaser, such as signing a
document), and 9 States specify “passive” warnings (requiring no action on the part of the
purchaser). Seven States do not require that any warning information be given to purchasers.

Exhibit 4.3.33: Keg Registration Laws as of January 1, 2011
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Trends in Keg Registration Policies

The number of States enacting keg registration laws has risen steadily between 2003 and 2008,
with an increase from 20 to 31 jurisdictions (see Exhibit 4.3.34).
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Exhibit 4.3.34: Number of States with Keg Registration Laws, January 1, 2003, through
January 1, 2011
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References and Further Information

All data for this policy were obtained from APIS at http://www.alcoholpolicy.niaaa.nih.gov.
Follow links to the policy entitled “Keg Registration.” APIS provides further descriptions of this
policy and its variables, details regarding State policies, and a review of the limitations
associated with the reported data. To see definitions of the variables for this policy, go to
Appendix B.

18. HOME DELIVERY

Policy Description

Home delivery restrictions prohibit or limit the ability of alcohol retailers to deliver alcoholic
beverages to customers who are not present at their retail outlet. The University of Minnesota
Alcohol Epidemiology Program notes that home delivery of alcohol may increase alcohol
availability to youth by increasing opportunities for underage persons to subvert minimum age
purchase requirements. Ordering by phone, fax, or email may facilitate deception. Delivery
persons may have less incentive to check purchasers’ age identification when they are away from
the licensed establishment and cannot be watched by a surveillance camera, the liquor store’s
management, or other customers.

Research on home delivery of alcohol is limited. One study examined the use of home delivery
by adult males. The authors report that regular drinkers without a history of alcohol problems
were significantly less likely to have had alcohol delivered than problem drinkers. Another study
found similar results for underage drinkers. Ten percent of 12th graders and 7 percent of 18- to
20-year-olds in 15 midwestern communities reported they obtained alcohol through delivery
services in the last year. Use of delivery services was more prevalent among young males and
among more frequent, heavier drinkers.
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