State Reports — Mississippi

Mississippi

State Profile and Underage Drinking Facts

State Population: 2,967,297
Population Ages 12-20: 395,000

Percentage Number
Ages 12-20
Past-Month Alcohol Use 233 92,000
Past-Month Binge Alcohol Use 15.8 62,000
Ages 12-14
Past-Month Alcohol Use 5.5 7,000
Past-Month Binge Alcohol Use 3.5 4,000
Ages 15-17
Past-Month Alcohol Use 17.9 23,000
Past-Month Binge Alcohol Use 10.8 14,000
Ages 18-20
Past-Month Alcohol Use 43.7 62,000
Past-Month Binge Alcohol Use 31.1 44,000
Number
Alcohol-Attributable Deaths (under 21) 74
Years of Potential Life Lost (under 21) 4,437
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Percentage of Number
All Traffic
Fatalities
Traffic Fatalities, 15- to 20-Year-Old Drivers
with BAC > 0.01 25.0 35

Laws Addressing Minors in Possession of Alcohol

Underage Possession of Alcohol

Possession is prohibited with the following exception(s):
e Private location OR
e Parent/guardian

Note: Mississippi’s parent/guardian exception applies to persons at least 18 years old and only
for possession of light wine or beer. The location exception is not limited to persons between 18
and 21, and applies only to alcoholic beverages, not including light wine or beer.

Underage Consumption of Alcohol
Consumption is not explicitly prohibited.

Internal Possession by Minors
Internal possession is not explicitly prohibited.

Underage Purchase of Alcohol

Purchase is prohibited and there is NO ALLOWANCE for youth purchase for law enforcement
purposes.

False Identification for Obtaining Alcohol

Provision(s) Targeting Minors
e Use of a false ID to obtain alcohol is a criminal offense.
e Penalty may include driver’s license suspension through a judicial procedure.

Provisions Targeting Retailers
e Licenses for drivers under age 21 are easily distinguishable from those for drivers age 21
and older.
e Specific affirmative defense—the retailer inspected the false ID and came to a reasonable
conclusion based on its appearance that it was valid.

Laws Targeting Underage Drinking and Driving

BAC Limits: Youth (Underage Operators of Noncommercial Motor Vehicles)

e BAC limit: 0.02
e BAC level at or above the limit is per se (conclusive) evidence of a violation
e Applies to drivers under age 21

Loss of Driving Privileges for Alcohol Violations by Minors (“Use/Lose Laws”)
Use/lose penalties apply to minors under age 21.
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Type(s) of Violation Leading to Driver’s License Suspension, Revocation, or Denial
e Underage purchase
e Underage possession

Authority To Impose Driver’s License Sanction
e Mandatory

Length of Suspension/Revocation
e Minimum: Not specified
e Maximum: 90 days

Graduated Driver’s License

Learner Stage
e Minimum entry age: 15
e Minimum learner-stage period: 12 months
e There is no minimum supervised driving requirement.

Intermediate Stage
e Minimum age: 16 years
e Unsupervised night driving
— Prohibited after: 10 p.m. Sunday through Thursday; 11:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday
— Primary enforcement of the night-driving rule
e No passenger restrictions

License Stage
e Minimum age to lift restrictions: 16 years, 6 months

Laws Targeting Alcohol Suppliers

Furnishing Alcohol to Minors

Furnishing is prohibited with the following exception(s): EITHER
e Parent/guardian OR
e Spouse

Note: Mississippi’s parent/guardian and spouse exceptions apply to persons at least 18 years old
and only for furnishing of light wine or beer.

Compliance Check Protocols

Age of Decoy
e Minimum: 16
e Maximum: 19

Appearance Requirements
e Male: No facial hair and youthful looking

ID Possession
e Not specified

Verbal Exaggeration of Age
e Prohibited
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Decoy Training
e Not specified

Penalty Guidelines for Sales to Minors
Time period/conditions: No guidelines provided

Responsible Beverage Service
No beverage service training requirement

Minimum Ages for Off-Premises Sellers
e Beer: 21
e  Wine: 21
e Spirits: 21

Minimum Ages for On-Premises Sellers

e Beer: 18 for servers and 21 for bartenders
e Wine: 18 for servers and 21 for bartenders
e Spirits: 18 for servers and 21 for bartenders

Dram Shop Liability

e There is no statutory liability.
e The courts recognize common law dram shop liability.

Social Host Liability Laws
There is no statutory liability.

Host Party Laws

Social host law is specifically limited to underage drinking parties.
e Action by underage guest that triggers violation: Possession, consumption
e Property type(s) covered by liability law: Residence, outdoor, other
e Standard for hosts’ knowledge or action regarding the party: Knowledge—host must have
actual knowledge of the occurrence.
e Exception(s): Family
Direct Sales/Shipments of Alcohol by Producers
Direct sales/shipments from producers to consumers are not permitted.

Keg Registration
Not required

Alcohol Pricing Policies

Home Delivery

e Beer: No law
e  Wine: No law
e Spirits: No law
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Alcohol Tax

e Beer (5 percent alcohol): Specific excise tax is $0.43 per gallon
e  Wine (12 percent alcohol): Control State
e Spirits (40 percent alcohol): Control State

Drink Specials
No law

Wholesale Pricing

Pricing restrictions exist.
e Beer (5 percent alcohol): Retailer credit not permitted
e  Wine (12 percent alcohol): Control State
e Spirits (40 percent alcohol): Control State
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Mississippi State Survey Responses

State Agency Information

Agency with primary responsibility for enforcing underage drinking laws:

Mississippi Alcohol Beverage Control Bureau of Enforcement

Methods by which local and State enforcement agencies coordinate their efforts to enforce laws
prohibiting underage drinking:

In some communities, there are task forces through which local agencies and the Bureau of Enforcement
work together on initiatives such as compliance checks or walk-throughs at bars. The Bureau also works
with the Office of the Attorney General on individual cases when needed.

Enforcement Strategies

State law enforcement agencies use:

Cops in Shops Yes
Shoulder Tap Operations Yes

Party Patrol Operations or Programs Yes
Underage Alcohol-Related Fatality Investigations Yes

Local law enforcement agencies use:

Cops in Shops No
Shoulder Tap Operations No

Party Patrol Operations or Programs No
Underage Alcohol-Related Fatality Investigations No

State has a program to investigate and enforce direct sales/shipment laws Yes
Primary State agency responsible for enforcing laws addressing direct Mississippi Alcohol Beverage
sales/shipments of alcohol to minors Control Bureau of Enforcement
Such laws are also enforced by local law enforcement agencies No

State collects data on the number of minors found in possession Yes
Number of minors found in possession1 by State law enforcement agencies 501
Number pertains to the 12 months ending 12/31/2010
Data include arrests/citations issued by local law enforcement agencies No

State conducts underage compliance checks/decoy operations® to determine if Yes
alcohol retailers are complying with laws prohibiting sales to minors

Data are collected on these activities Yes
Number of licensees checked for compliance by State agencies 5,493
Number of licensees that failed State compliance checks 266
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/31/2010
Local agencies conduct underage compliance checks/decoy operations to Yes
determine if alcohol retailers are complying with laws prohibiting sales to minors

Data are collected on these activities No
Number of licensees checked for compliance by local agencies Data not collected
Number of licensees that failed local compliance checks Data not collected

Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending Data not collected

State collects data on fines imposed on retail establishments that furnish minors No

Number of fines imposed by the State® Data not collected
Total amount in fines across all licensees Data not collected
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending Data not collected
State collects data on license suspensions imposed on retail establishments Yes
specifically for furnishing minors

Number of suspensions imposed by the State* 70

Total days of suspensions across all licensees No data
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/31/2010
State collects data on license revocations imposed on retail establishments Yes

specifically for furnishing minors
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Number of license revocations imposed® 0
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/31/2010
Additional Clarification

No data

' or having consumed or purchased per State statutes

2 Underage compliance checks/decoy operations to determine whether alcohol retailers are complying with laws
Erohibiting sales to minors
Does not include fines imposed by local agencies
* Does not include suspensions imposed by local agencies
® Does not include revocations imposed by local agencies

Underage Drinking Prevention Programs Operated or Funded by the State:

Programs SPECIFIC TO Underage Drinking
Vicksburg Family Development (VFD)

Number of youth served 2,000
Number of parents served 820
Number of caregivers served 275
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 10/09/2010
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: VFD has two primary activities targeting underage drinking: Alcohol Education and
Communities Mobilizing for Change. Alcohol Education is an online alcohol prevention program that takes
a project-based approach to learning, giving students the opportunity to travel through a community to
better understand the risks around drinking alcohol. Communities Mobilizing for Change is a community-
organizing effort designed to change policies and practices of major community institutions in ways that
reduce underage individuals’ access to alcohol.

Region | Community Mental Health Center: Preventing Underage Drinking in Tunica County

Number of youth served 400
Number of parents served 200
Number of caregivers served 40
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 09/30/2010
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: Preventing Underage Drinking in Tunica County is a coalition-based project that
uses educational and environmental strategies. Evidence-based programs are used to implement the

strategies.

Region 3 Community Mental Health Center: Prime for Life

Number of youth served 1,000
Number of parents served 0
Number of caregivers served 0
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 02/23/2011
Program has been evaluated No
Evaluation report is available Not applicable
URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: Prime for Life is an evidence-based alcohol and drug program for people of all ages.
The program challenges common beliefs and attitudes that contribute to binge drinking.
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Region 4 Mental Health and Mental Retardation (MH/MR) Commission: Underage Drinking

Program

Number of youth served 400
Number of parents served 65,000
Number of caregivers served No data
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending No data
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: The program offers lessons on alcohol, tobacco, marijuana, and inhalants. The
lessons offer resistance and social skills needed to resist alcohol and other drugs. A media campaign that
targets parents via billboards is also used.

Mississippi Underage Drinking Prevention Coalition of Madison and Rankin Counties (MVUDPC)

Number of youth served 1,670
Number of parents served 385
Number of caregivers served No data
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 01/01/2011
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: The vision of the MUDPC is to see every youth in Madison and Rankin Counties
alcohol free. The mission is to create a clear community consensus that underage drinking is illegal,
unhealthy, and unacceptable. In 2008, DREAM, Inc., and the National Council on Alcohol and Drug
Dependence of Central Mississippi (NCADD) collaborated to form the MUDPC.

DREAM of Hattiesburg, Inc.

Number of youth served 11,930
Number of parents served 6,827
Number of caregivers served 1,324
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/30/2010
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: DREAM of Hattiesburg is a nonprofit drug and alcohol prevention agency working in
both the local school districts and surrounding communities. It offers an afterschool tutoring program.
DREAM is also a designated Regional Alcohol Drug Awareness Resource (RADAR) center providing
prevention materials, training, and activities to reduce and prevent the use of alcohol, tobacco, and drugs.

DREAM, Inc. Strategic Prevention Framework State Incentive Grant (SPF-SIG)

Number of youth served 422
Number of parents served 0
Number of caregivers served 50
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 02/25/2011
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: SPF-SIG provide services including, but not limited to, community education,
underage alcohol drinking awareness, an evidence-based drug education curriculum taught in Rankin
County high schools, and an adult and youth community coalition to aid in endeavors to reduce and
prevent underage drinking in Rankin County.
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Weems Community Mental Health Center

Number of youth served 210
Number of parents served 150
Number of caregivers served 50
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/31/2010
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: SPF-SIG provides services including, but not limited to, community education,
underage alcohol drinking awareness, an evidence-based drug education curriculum taught in Meridian
middle schools, and an adult and youth community coalition to aid in endeavors to reduce and prevent
underage drinking in Lauderdale and Leake Counties.

Choctaw Behavioral Health SPF-SIG

Number of youth served 150
Number of parents served 50
Number of caregivers served 30
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/31/2010
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: The Choctaw Behavioral Health (CBH) SPF-SIG program vision is to promote a
healthier, safer Choctaw Community by decreasing underage drinking among Choctaw youth through a
framework for collaboration between service agencies, Tribal communities, and policymakers. CBH SPF-
SIG teaches Project Northland Class Action to youth in detention, Choctaw Alternative School, and all
Tribal Boys & Girls Club locations. It also provides underage drinking prevention activities and education
to youth, parents, and healthcare professionals through health fairs, presentations, youth programs and
conferences, and monthly community events.

East MS SPF SIG Partnership

Number of youth served 130
Number of parents served 410
Number of caregivers served 30
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 09/30/2010
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: The Bradley A. Sanders Adolescent Complex (BASAC) SPF-SIG provides services
including, but not limited to, community education, underage alcohol drinking awareness, an evidence-
based drug education curriculum taught in Leake County middle schools, and an adult and youth
community coalition to aid in endeavors to reduce and prevent underage drinking in Leake and
Lauderdale Counties.

Alcohol Services Center

Number of youth served 1850
Number of parents served 100
Number of caregivers served 50
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 10/01/2010
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: Class Action is the high school component to Project Northland, Hazelden’s
evidence-based alcohol prevention program. Class Action looks at the real-world social and legal
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consequences involving teens and alcohol. Teens are divided into six Class Action legal teams to prepare
and present hypothetical civil cases in which someone has been harmed as a result of underage drinking.

Jackson County Community Services Coalition

Number of youth served 660
Number of parents served 0
Number of caregivers served 12
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 01/31/2011
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: The goals of Project Northland are to delay the age when young people begin
drinking, reduce alcohol use among young people who have already tried drinking, and limit the number
of alcohol-related problems among young people. Alcohol is the focus of the Project Northland program
because it is the substance of choice of American teenagers and inflicts the most harm during this age
period. The programs of Project Northland provide state-of-the-art prevention materials for 6th grade
(Slick Tracy), 7th grade (Amazing Alternatives), and 8th grade (Powerlines). These programs invite
participation and experiential learning at home and in the classroom. Project Northland has been shown
to be effective in delaying and reducing alcohol use among young adolescents in the largest and most
rigorous alcohol use prevention trial ever funded by the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and
Alcoholism (NIAAA). Furthermore, among those students who had not begun using alcohol by the
beginning of 6th grade, reports of cigarette use and marijuana use were lower in those who participated in
the Project Northland prevention programs.

Pine Belt Mental Healthcare Resources

Number of youth served 920
Number of parents served 150
Number of caregivers served 150
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/31/2010
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: The primary goals of the prevention program are to significantly prevent the use,
experimentation with, or continued use of alcohol, tobacco, and drugs and to decrease the problems
associated with abuse of these substances. Our prevention program involves services and a curriculum
that focus on at-risk individuals prior to harmful involvement with alcohol, tobacco, and drugs. Part of our
prevention program and funding, SPF-SIG, focuses specifically on underage drinking and covers two
counties within our service area. Pine Belt Mental Healthcare Resources is a regional mental health
center in Region XII, in the State of Mississippi, covering a nine-county area. Prevention is provided
primarily by the prevention specialist and prevention coordinator. Evidence-based curricula are
implemented in local schools, representation is provided at local and State events, and speakers are
provided at speaking engagements.

Community Counseling Services: Project Northland Class Action

Number of youth served 400
Number of parents served 100
Number of caregivers served 100
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 01/01/2011
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: Class Action is an evidence-based curriculum that emphasizes the social and legal
consequences of underage drinking. Students are grouped into law firms and are assigned one of six
cases created by Class Action. The students are responsible for representing the clients in their cases
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who have filed civil law suits because of personal injury or property damage that occurred as a result of
consumption of alcohol by teenagers. Students conduct research related to their case and formulate
arguments on behalf of their clients, just as actual attorneys would do. In a setting similar to that of official
court room proceedings, students present their cases to their classmates, who act as the jury.

Warren Yazoo Mental Health Services Gateway Make a Promise (MAP) Coalition

Number of youth served 3,365
Number of parents served 496
Number of caregivers served 319
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 02/24/2011
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: Program that focuses on underage drinking via coalition and community planning to
implement evidence- and research-based individual and environmental strategies to decrease underage
drinking in Yazoo County, Mississippi.

Mississippi Underage Drinking Prevention Coalition of Hinds County (MUDPC-HC)

Number of youth served 2,500
Number of parents served 1,000
Number of caregivers served 50
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending 12/30/2010
Program has been evaluated Yes
Evaluation report is available No

URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: MUDPC-HC is a collaboration between three freestanding prevention programs:
Jackson State University’s Metro Jackson Community Prevention Coalition, the Interdisciplinary Alcohol
and Other Drug Studies Center, and Alcohol Services Center, Inc. The goals are to reduce alcohol usage
and related consequences, including alcohol-related motor vehicle crashes, binge drinking, and drinking
and driving, among youth between the ages of 11 and 21 in Hinds County, Mississippi. While
implementing the coalition’s goals, the following activities are being conducted:

1. Develop a community strategic plan that includes a comprehensive needs and resource assessment
for Hinds County.

Identify and implement appropriate evidence-based programs.

Provide timely evaluation data to the evaluator.

Participate in State-sponsored meetings, trainings, and technical assistance events and efforts.
Work collaboratively with other coalitions, key community stakeholders, partners, and others to
prevent underage alcohol consumption.

Alcohol Beverage Control Bureau of Enforcement

abrowbd

Number of youth served No data
Number of parents served No data
Number of caregivers served No data
Numbers pertain to the 12 months ending No data
Program has been evaluated No
Evaluation report is available Not applicable
URL for evaluation report Not applicable
URL for more program information No data

Program description: Staff of the Bureau of Enforcement meet with parent organizations to provide
education about the prevalence and consequences of underage drinking and to increase their awareness
of current and pending laws related to underage drinking.

Underage Drinking Prevention Programs Operated or Funded by the State:

Programs RELATED TO Underage Drinking
MS Department of Public Safety (DPS) - Recipients of Enforcing Underage Drinking Law (EUDL)
grant funding
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URL for more program information http://www.dps.state.ms.us

Program description: Part of the charge of the DPS is to administer EUDL funds provided by the Office of
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP). These funds are provided to enforcement
agencies and community-based agencies for the purpose of targeting underage drinking.

Prevention Programs funded by the Department of Mental Health via a Substance Abuse
Prevention and Treatment Block Grant

URL for more program information http://www.dmh.state.ms.us

Program description: Thirty community-based organizations are funded around the State to implement
prevention services related to alcohol, tobacco, and drug use and abuse. Each program must submit a
work plan that targets underage drinking to be eligible for funding.

Additional Information Related to Underage Drinking Prevention Programs |
State collaborates with federally recognized Tribal governments in the prevention Yes

of underage drinking

Program description: The MS Department of Mental Health (DMH) Bureau of Alcohol and Drug Abuse
provides funds to the MS Band of Choctaw Indians in the form of two grants: SPF-SIG funds and funds
provided by a SAMHSA Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment (SAPT) Block Grant. SPF-SIG
directly targets underage drinking using evidence-based programs. The grant allocated by DMH using
SAPT Block Grant funds requires that at least one work plan (initiative) target underage drinking.
Additionally, a staff member of Choctaw Behavioral Health serves as a member of the Advisory Council
for DMH’s Bureau of Alcohol and Drug Abuse.

State has programs to measure and/or reduce youth exposure to alcohol No
advertising and marketing
Program description: Not applicable.

State has adopted or developed best practice standards for underage drinking Yes
prevention programs

Best practice standards description: Programs must be evidence based as determined by either the
National Registry of Evidence-Based Programs and Practices (NREPP) or a peer-reviewed journal.
Additional Clarification

No data

State Interagency Collaboration

A State-level interagency governmental body/committee exists to coordinate or Yes
address underage drinking prevention activities
Committee contact information:

Name: Candice Whitfield

Email: cwhitfield@governor.state.ms.us

Address: P.O. Box 139, Jackson, MS 39205
Phone: 601-359-3150

Agencies/organizations represented on the committee:
Department of Mental Health

Department of Education

Department of Public Safety

Attorney General’s Office

Rankin County Youth Court

DREAM of Hattiesburg

DREAM, Inc.

MS National Guard

Department of Health

Jackson State University

Drug Enforcement Agency

Region 6 Community Mental Health Center
Center for Applied Prevention Technology
SAMHSA Center for Substance Abuse Prevention
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A Web site or other public source exists to describe committee activities Yes
URL or other means of access http://www.mpn.ms
State has prepared a plan for preventing underage drinking in the last 3 years Yes
Prepared by MS Department of Mental Health Bureau of Alcohol and Drug
Abuse
Plan can be accessed via http://www.mpn.ms
State has prepared a report on preventing underage drinking in the last 3 years Yes
Prepared by: MS Department of Mental Health Bureau of Alcohol and Drug Abuse
Report can be accessed via http://www.snapshots.ms.gov

Additional Clarification
No data

Compliance checks/decoy operations in retail outlets:
Estimate of State funds expended
Estimate based on the 12 months ending

State Expenditures for the Prevention of Underage Drinking

Data unavailable
Data unavailable

Checkpoints and saturation patrols:
Estimate of State funds expended
Estimate based on the 12 months ending

Data unavailable
Data unavailable

Community-based programs to prevent underage drinking:
Estimate of State funds expended
Estimate based on the 12 months ending

Data unavailable
Data unavailable

Estimate of State funds expended
Estimate based on the 12 months ending

K-12 school-based programs to prevent underage drinking:

Data unavailable
Data unavailable

Programs targeted to institutes of higher learning:
Estimate of State funds expended
Estimate based on the 12 months ending

Data unavailable
Data unavailable

Programs that target youth in the juvenile justice system:
Estimate of State funds expended
Estimate based on the 12 months ending

Data unavailable
Data unavailable

Programs that target youth in the child welfare system:
Estimate of State funds expended
Estimate based on the 12 months ending

Data unavailable
Data unavailable

Other programs:

Programs or strategies included No data
Estimate of State funds expended No data
Estimate based on the 12 months ending No data

Funds Dedicated to Underage Drinking

State derives funds dedicated to underage drinking from the following revenue

streams:

Taxes No
Fines No
Fees No
Other No data

Description of funding streams and how they are used: No data
Additional Clarification

No data
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